
Homes & Inter iorsoxfordtimes.co.uk

July 2010 Oxfordshire Limited Edition 39

Edgecombe . Not everything w ent to plan,
as Chris recalled: “W e did tests with the
footings because w e were worr ied about
tree roots but it was very wet and the
footings f looded. To remedy it added an
extra £16,000 to the cost. It wasn’t £16,000
I had.”

Chr is project-manag ed the extension
build fr om the other side of the w orld.

“I e-mailed Ter ry pictur es of things I
did and didn’ t want to see.

“My long , long lists of instr uctions
became a jok e betw een us. I used to say:
‘When in doubt, think w hite or br ushed
stainless steel’.

Ter ry would tak e a pictur e and e-mail
it if he needed me to tak e a decision on
something .We were a great team.

In fact, she employed him to help
renovate her second pr oper ty, The Culls.

The renovations including doub ling the
width of the hall, lower ing the f loor in the
sitting r oom, adding tw o more doub le
bedr ooms and upgr ading the f ixtur es and
fittings thr oughout.

Both proper ties are four-star r ated and
The Chestnuts has a Gold award for
service and e xcellence and is r ated silv er
with the Gr een Tour ism Business scheme.

“W e have installed lo w-ener gy lights in
the garden and compost bins, but don’ t
force it on people ,” Chr is said.

“W e have under-f loor heating ,
insulation and our electr icity is gr een.
There are bicycles and doub le-ended
baths so two can bathe tog ether and 
save water. Also, the gardens have
drought-toler ant plants that don’ t need
constant water ing .”

Culls Cottag e, six miles away in
Southrop was “a bar gain,” b ut the
purchase requir ed ner ves of steel, as
Chr is recalled:

“I w as looking to tak e on another
proper ty b ut was prepared to wait for
exactl y the r ight one . I wanted
somewhere that needed a lot of w ork, in a
pretty villag e and within w alking distance
of a good gastro pub.

“T he Culls, which I saw at the
beginning of 2008 w as perfect – it was
uninhabitab le.

“I did m y sums to find out w hat pr ice I
could g o to and had my mor tgage offer
agreed.

“It w as on the market for £355,000 and
it just sat there. I offered £275,000, but
they tur ned me down flat. The weeks
went by and I of fered again and they
tur ned me down. I offered for a thir d time
and they tur ned me down a thir d time .

“By this point it w as within one w eek of
my mor tgage offer r unning out. I had
spent £1,000 in leg al and surveyors’ fees
which, convinced the pur chase would
never happen, I had wr itten of f.

“T hen on the last day the vendors
finall y said ‘yes’. It is pr obab ly wor th
about £400,000 now. I swear I onl y got it
because of the News At Ten. Back then,
every bulletin w as worse than the last 
— all about how proper ty pr ices were
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