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The spacious
sitting room has a
stone f ire place
with an or iginal
bread o v en and a
sw ee ping cur v ed
stone staircase
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“It w as in a sad state when I bought it in
1999,” Chr is said. “T he transformation has
happened in stag es.”

The spacious sitting r oom has a stone
fireplace with an or iginal br ead oven and
a sweeping cur ved stone stair case
leading upstairs.

“T his room was what made me b uy the
house — that and the vie w,” she said.

The cottage was Chris’s home before
she moved to Austr alia in 2005 and is still
special to her .

“I r enewed the kitchen because the
units were very dar k wood and I w anted
this contempor ary look — w hite units
with br ushed steel accessor ies,” she
explained.

It is now a light, air y kitchen with
doub le doors leading to the g arden.

The three doub le bedr ooms each have
flat screen TVs and there are also 
flat-screen TV, Freeview and DVD in the
two loung es.

Unlik e many luxur y pr oper ties, Chr is
welcomes f amilies and childr en and most
of her bookings ar e taken via the
Inter net. “Rob Casser ley, who has
climbed Ev erest five times, book ed The
Chestnuts while he w as in a Mongolian

yur t and I was in Australia — so it was a
truly global booking ,” she joked.

Chr is, who trained as a geologist, is
or iginall y from Her tfordshir e. She first
visited Oxf ordshir e in the 1980s to study
fossils.

When The Chestnuts went on sale for
£162,000 in 1999,Chr is fell in lo ve with it.

“It had onl y one bedr oom but fantastic
views, an amazing cur ved stair case and a
south-facing g arden which g ets sun all
day. The day I moved in, it felt lik e home,”
she said.

Chr is’s circumstances altered when she
met second husband Philip Reedman.

As he has joint custody of his son, Jake,
from his first mar r iage, he needs to be in
Australia.

Consequentl y, when they mar r ied in
May 2005, Chr is became a resident of
Adelaide .

“Once I had a husband and stepson,
coming back to a one-bed cottag e was
not a possibility — b ut as I couldn’ t bear
to par t with The Chestnuts, I decided to
extend it and r ent it out,” she said.

“W e put in plans and commissioned
local b uilder Ter ry Tew and 
Burford-based ar chitect John
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“My long , long lists
of instr uctions
became a jok e

betw een us . I used
to sa y: ‘W hen in

doubt, think w hite
or br ushed

stainless steel’

The
sitting

room 

Cool  and
relaxing —

the en-suite
bedroom


